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2 4 7 T H  U S M C  B I R T H D A Y  
C H A L L E N G E  C O I N






C h a l l e n g e  c o i n s  h a v e  a  l o n g  h i s t o r y  w i t h i n  t h e
m i l i t a r i e s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d ,  i n d e e d ,
a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d .  S t a r t i n g  o u t  a s  a  f o r m  o f
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  a  t a l e  o f  a  d o w n e d
W o r l d  W a r  I  A m e r i c a n  p i l o t  m a k i n g  h i s  w a y
b a c k  t o  f r i e n d l y  l i n e s  a n d  s h o w i n g  h i s
c h a l l e n g e  c o i n  a s  h i s  o n l y  f o r m  o f
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  F r e n c h  s o l d i e r s .  T h e
F r e n c h  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  u n i t  c r e s t  a n d  r a t h e r
t h a n  e x e c u t i n g  t h e  w o u l d - b e  p r i s o n e r ,  g a v e
h i m  a  b o t t l e  o f  w i n e  a n d  e s c o r t e d  h i m  b a c k  t o
A m e r i c a n  p o s i t i o n s .  T o d a y ,  c h a l l e n g e  c o i n s
h a v e  b e e n  w i d e l y  a d o p t e d  n o t  o n l y  t h r o u g h o u t
t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  b u t  o f t e n  b y  f i r s t  r e s p o n d e r s
s u c h  a s  p o l i c e  a n d  f i r e  u n i t s .  T h o s e  i n
p o s s e s s i o n  o f  a  c h a l l e n g e  c o i n  a r e  s u p p o s e d  t o
c a r r y  o n e  o n  t h e m  a t  a l l  t i m e s .  I f  s o m e o n e
s h o w s  t h e i r  c o i n  i n  c h a l l e n g e  t o  a n o t h e r ,  a n d
t h e  o t h e r  p e r s o n  c a n n o t  p r o d u c e  t h e i r  c o i n ,
t h e y  o w e  t h e  c h a l l e n g e r  a  d r i n k .  I f  t h e y  d o
h a v e  t h e i r  c o i n ,  t h e  c h a l l e n g e r  m u s t  b u y .

C o i n s  h a v e  a l s o  e v o l v e d  t o  s e r v e  p u r p o s e s  o f
u n i t  s p i r i t  a n d  m o r a l e ,  a n d  a s  a n  o n - t h e - s p o t
a w a r d  o r  r e c o g n i t i o n .  W e  a r e  p l e a s e d  t h i s  y e a r
t o  b e  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  o u r
s p o n s o r s  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f
c h a l l e n g e  c o i n s  c o m m e m o r a t i n g  t h e  2 4 7 t h
U S M C  B i r t h d a y .
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F A C E B O O K :  

 
W W W . F A C E B O O K . C O M / P A M A R I N E S












V e r s e :
M a r c h  a l o n g ,  s i n g  o u r  s o n g ,  w i t h  t h e

A r m y  o f  t h e  f r e e .
C o u n t  t h e  b r a v e ,  c o u n t  t h e  t r u e ,  w h o

h a v e  f o u g h t  t o  v i c t o r y .
W e ’ r e  t h e  A r m y  a n d  p r o u d  o f  o u r

n a m e !
W e ’ r e  t h e  A r m y  a n d  p r o u d l y  p r o c l a i m



C h o r u s :

F i r s t  t o  f i g h t  f o r  t h e  r i g h t ,
A n d  t o  b u i l d  t h e  N a t i o n ’ s  m i g h t ,

A n d  T h e  A r m y  G o e s  R o l l i n g  A l o n g .
P r o u d  o f  a l l  w e  h a v e  d o n e ,

F i g h t i n g  t i l l  t h e  b a t t l e ’ s  w o n ,
A n d  t h e  A r m y  G o e s  R o l l i n g  A l o n g .



R e f r a i n :

T h e n  i t ’ s  h i !  h i !  h e y !
T h e  A r m y ’ s  o n  i t s  w a y .

C o u n t  o f f  t h e  c a d e n c e  l o u d  a n d
s t r o n g ;

F o r  w h e r e ’ e r  w e  g o ,
Y o u  w i l l  a l w a y s  k n o w

T h a t  T h e  A r m y  G o e s  R o l l i n g  A l o n g .





The Army Song



F r o m  t h e  H a l l s  o f  M o n t e z u m a
T o  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  T r i p o l i

W e  f i g h t  o u r  c o u n t r y ' s  b a t t l e s
I n  t h e  a i r ,  o n  l a n d ,  a n d  s e a .

F i r s t  t o  f i g h t  f o r  r i g h t  a n d  f r e e d o m
A n d  t o  k e e p  o u r  h o n o r  c l e a n ;  W e  a r e

p r o u d  t o  c l a i m  t h e  t i t l e
O f  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  M a r i n e s .



O u r  f l a g ' s  u n f u r l e d  t o  e v e r y  b r e e z e
F r o m  d a w n  t o  s e t t i n g  s u n ;  W e  h a v e

f o u g h t  i n  e v e r y  c l i m e  a n d  p l a c e
W h e r e  w e  c o u l d  t a k e  a  g u n .

I n  t h e  s n o w  o f  f a r - o f f  N o r t h e r n  l a n d s
A n d  i n  s u n n y  t r o p i c  s c e n e s ;  Y o u  w i l l

f i n d  u s  a l w a y s  o n  t h e  j o b - - T h e  U n i t e d
S t a t e s  M a r i n e s

.
H e r e ' s  h e a l t h  t o  y o u  a n d  t o  o u r  C o r p s

W h i c h  w e  a r e  p r o u d  t o  s e r v e ;  I n
m a n y  a  s t r i f e  w e ' v e  f o u g h t  f o r  l i f e

A n d  n e v e r  l o s t  o u r  n e r v e .
I f  t h e  A r m y  a n d  t h e  N a v y

E v e r  l o o k  o n  H e a v e n ' s  s c e n e s ,  T h e y
w i l l  f i n d  t h e  s t r e e t s  a r e  g u a r d e d

B y  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  M a r i n e s .



Marine Corps Hymn



S t a n d  N a v y  o u t  t o  s e a ,  f i g h t  o u r  b a t t l e
c r y !

W e ' l l  n e v e r  c h a n g e  o u r  c o u r s e  s o
v i c i o u s  f o e s  s t e e r  s h y - y - y - y !

R o l l  o u t  t h e  T N T ,  a n c h o r s  a w e i g h !
S a i l  o n  t o  v i c t o r y ,  a n d  s i n k  t h e i r

b o n e s  t o  D a v y  J o n e s ,  h o o r a y !



A n c h o r s  A w e i g h ,  m y  b o y s ,  A n c h o r s
A w e i g h !

F a r e w e l l  t o  f o r e i g n  S h o r e s ,  w e  s a i l  a t
b r e a k  o f  d a y - a y - a y - a y ;

T h r o u g h  o u r  l a s t  n i g h t  a s h o r e ,  d r i n k
t o  t h e  f o a m ,

U n t i l  w e  m e e t  o n c e  m o r e ,  h e r e ' s
w i s h i n g  y o u  a  h a p p y  v o y a g e  h o m e !



B l u e  o f  t h e  m i g h t y  d e e p ,  G o l d  o f

G o d ' s  g r e a t  s u n ;
L e t  t h e s e  o u r  c o l o r s  b e ,  T i l l  A l l  o f

t i m e  b e  d o n e - n - n - n e ;
O n  s e v e n  s e a s  w e  l e a r n ,  N a v y ' s  s t e r n

c a l l :
F a i t h ,  c o u r a g e ,  s e r v i c e  t r u e ,  W i t h

h o n o r  o v e r ,  h o n o r  o v e r  a l l .



The Navy Song



( V e r s e  I )
O f f  w e  g o  i n t o  t h e  w i l d  b l u e  y o n d e r ,

C l i m b i n g  h i g h  i n t o  t h e  s u n ;
H e r e  t h e y  c o m e  z o o m i n g  t o  m e e t  o u r  t h u n d e r ,

A t  ‘ e m  n o w ,  G i v e  ' e m  t h e  g u n !
D o w n  w e  d i v e ,  s p o u t i n g  o u r  f l a m e  f r o m  u n d e r ,

O f f  w i t h  o n e  h e l l u v a  r o a r !
W e  l i v e  i n  f a m e  o r  g o  d o w n  i n  f l a m e .  H e y !

N o t h i n g ' l l  s t o p  t h e  U . S .  A i r  F o r c e !



( V e r s e  I I )
B r i l l i a n t  m i n d s  f a s h i o n e d  a  c r a t e  o f  t h u n d e r ,

S e n t  i t  h i g h  i n t o  t h e  b l u e ;
V a l i a n t  h a n d s  b l a s t e d  t h e  w o r l d  a s u n d e r ;

H o w  t h e y  l i v e d  G o d  o n l y  k n e w !
B o u n d l e s s  s o u l s  d r e a m i n g  o f  s k i e s  t o  c o n q u e r

G a v e  u s  w i n g s ,  e v e r  t o  s o a r !
W i t h  s c o u t s  b e f o r e  a n d  b o m b e r s  g a l o r e .  H e y !

N o t h i n g ' l l  s t o p  t h e  U . S .  A i r  F o r c e !



( V e r s e  I I I )
H e r e ' s  a  t o a s t  t o  t h e  h o s t

O f  t h o s e  w h o  l o v e  t h e  v a s t n e s s  o f  t h e  s k y ,
T o  a  f r i e n d  w e  s e n d  a  m e s s a g e  o f  t h e  b r a v e  w h o

s e r v e  o n  h i g h .
W e  d r i n k  t o  t h o s e  w h o  g a v e  t h e i r  a l l  o f  o l d

T h e n  d o w n  w e  r o a r  t o  s c o r e  t h e  r a i n b o w ' s  p o t  o f
g o l d .

A  t o a s t  t o  t h e  h o s t  o f  t h o s e  w e  b o a s t ,  t h e  U . S .  A i r
F o r c e !

















The Air Force Song 



T o  t h e  M o o n ,  t o  M a r s ,  
I n t o  s p a c e ,  f a r  b e y o n d ,  

T h e  f u t u r e  o f  o u r  c o u n t r y  l i e s  i n  t h e  s t a r s .
W e  m a r c h  o n w a r d s !

 
D e e p  i n t o  t h e  d a r k e s t  n i g h t ,  

W e  s h a l l  b e a r  a  t o r c h  o f  l i g h t ,
W e  d e f y  t h e  a b y s s  w i t h  a l l  o f  o u r  m i g h t .

W e  f i g h t !  W e  a r e !  
T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S p a c e  F o r c e !

 
W e  f l y  u p w a r d s ,  b l a s t  t h r o u g h  t h e  v o i d ,  

A n d  w e  r i s e  i n t o  s p a c e ,  f i g h t i n g  f o r  f r e e d o m .
A l l  o f  m a n k i n d  l o o k s  t o  o u r  p e o p l e

T o  s a f e g u a r d  t h e  p e a c e  i n  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r
s a l v a t i o n .

 
W e  s w e a r  t o  b e  d e f e n d e r s  o f  E a r t h .

W e  a r e  T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S p a c e  F o r c e .
W e  m a r c h  o n w a r d s !

 
T h e  f u t u r e  o f  o u r  g r e a t  n a t i o n  l i e s  i n  o u r

d e t e r m i n a t i o n
T o  t r i u m p h  w i t h  g l o r y  i n t o  t h e  s t a r s .  

W e  m a r c h  o n w a r d s !
 

N o t  a  f o e  n o r  a n y  t e r r o r ,  n o t  a n  a l i e n  i n v a d e r ,
S h a l l  h i n d e r  o u r  d e s t i n y  t o  g o  f o r t h .

W e  f i g h t !  W e  a r e !
T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S p a c e  F o r c e !












Space Force Anthem



F r o m  A z t e c  s h o r e  t o  A r c t i c  z o n e ,  t o  E u r o p e
a n d  F a r  E a s t .

T h e  F l a g  i s  c a r r i e d  b y  o u r  s h i p s  i n  t i m e s  o f
w a r  a n d  p e a c e ;

A n d  n e v e r  h a v e  w e  s t r u c k  i t  y e t  i n  s p i t e  o f
f o e - m e n ' s  m i g h t ,

W h o  c h e e r e d  o u r  c r e w s  a n d  c h e e r e d  a g a i n
f o r  s h o w i n g  h o w  t o  f i g h t .



C h o r u s :

S o  h e r e ' s  t h e  C o a s t  G u a r d  m a r c h i n g  s o n g ,
W e  s i n g  o n  l a n d  o r  s e a .

T h r o u g h  s u r f  a n d  s t o r m  a n d  h o w l i n g  g a l e ,
H i g h  s h a l l  o u r  p u r p o s e  b e .

" S e m p e r  P a r a t u s "  i s  o u r  g u i d e ,  O u r  f a m e ,
o u r  g l o r y  t o o ,

T o  f i g h t  t o  s a v e  o r  f i g h t  a n d  d i e !  A y e !
C o a s t  G u a r d  w e  a r e  f o r  y o u !



V e r s e  2

" S u r v e y o r "  a n d  " N a r c i s s u s , "  T h e  " E a g l e "  a n d
" D i s p a t c h , "

T h e  " H u d s o n "  a n d  t h e  " T a m p a , "  T h e s e
n a m e s  a r e  h a r d  t o  m a t c h ;

F r o m  B a r r o w ' s  s h o r e s  t o  P a r a g u a y ,  G r e a t
L a k e s  o r  O c e a n ' s  w a v e ,

T h e  C o a s t  G u a r d  f i g h t s  t h r o u g h  s t o r m s  a n d
w i n d s ,  T o  p u n i s h  o r  t o  s a v e .
















The Coast Guard Song 





G U E S T  O F  H O N O R



C O L O N E L  K E I T H  B .  B U R K E P I L E











S P E C I A L  D I G N I T A R Y
W A R R E N  G R I F F I N

N A T I O N A L  S E N I O R  V I C E  C O M M A N D A N T
M A R I N E  C O R P S  L E A G U E




Graduated from Natick High School in 1967. Enrolled in Framingham State College. After 1
year left to join the Marine Corps. Graduated from Parris Island in Dec 1968. Attended Naval
Shore Control Party School in Little Creek, VA. Stationed with 2nd ANGLICO at Camp Lejeune.
Volunteered for duty in Viet Nam. Camp Pendleton staging then after which was assigned to
the Defense Language Institute in Monterey, CA to study Vietnamese. Assigned to Viet Nam
4th Marines in Dong Ha for 3 weeks then volunteered to remain in Viet Nam as the 4th
Marines were being rotated out of country. Assigned to 1st ANGLICO Sub Unit 1 in the Mekong
Delta for the rest of the tour working with the 21st ARVN Division. Returned to Framingham
State College graduated in 1973 with a BA in History. 1976 MA in Guidance and Counseling
from Framingham State College. Graduated Certificate from U Mass Boston 1992.  Boston
School Department 1971 – 2006. Custodian, social studies teacher, special ed teacher,
guidance counselor, assistant principal. Joined the Marine Corps League as a member of the
1st detachment of the new millennium the Metrowest Detachment 1037 in January 2000.
Held all elected positions in the detachment. Appointed by Commandant Richard Gore as the
Department of Massachusetts Legislative Officer for the Marine Corps League in 2007. Served
in all elected positions for the Dept of Mass culminating with Dept Commandant 2012 – 14.
Served as National Assistant Vice Commandant 2015, National Division Vice Commandant
2016 -17, National Judge Advocate 2017 -19, National Junior Vice Commandant 2019 – 21,
National Senior Vice presently. Married Cheryl Lynn Souza 2003



O L D E S T  M A R I N E





Y O U N G E S T  M A R I N E





P R I V A T E  F I R S T  C L A S S  
R Y A N  B O N I L L A J U S T I N I A N O




Born on October 6th, 2003. He was raised in Lancaster,
Pennsylvania and enlisted into the Marine Corps Reserve as
an infantryman. PFC Bonillajustiniano is currently assigned to
Echo Company, 2d Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment.



G O L D  S T A R  F A M I L I E S









Marine Cpl Jonathan Dean Faircloth

Corporal Jonathan Dean Faircloth was born in York
Pennsylvania on May 7th 1988. The second child of Dean and
Beverly Faircloth. He and his brother James were best
buddies. Jonathan graduated from Mechanicsburg High
School in 2006. He joined the Marine Corps in 2006. Jonathan
served as an Aerial Observer Marine Heavy Helicopter
Squadron 363 Marine Aircraft Group 24, 1st Marine Aircraft
Wing from April 2007 to March 2011. During his tour, Jonathan
achieved over 4,000 flight hours while serving as a CH53D
Aerial Observer. Jonathan successfully flew 408 hours of
which 284 were in support of combat operations. He
personally trained over six Collateral Duty Inspectors and 10
Plain Captains. For his exemplary service, Corporal Faircloth
was awarded Four Air Medals, Two Navy-Marine Corps
Achievement Medals, the Iraq Campaign Medal, The
Afghanistan Campaign Medal, the Global War on
Terrorism Service Medal and the National Defense Service
Medal. Jonathan brought joy and laughter to his peers. All who
knew him enjoyed his light hearted attitude and
encouragement he gave to others during their long
deployments. He would bring laughter to them and was always
for the underdog. Jon had a big heart of compassion for
others. Jonathan’s helicopter came down on the evening of
March 29 2011, during training maneuvers in Kaneohe Bay
Hawaii.

Army 1Lt Robert A. Seidel, III

A 2004 graduate of the United States Military
Academy, West Point, Rob was Airborne and Air
Assault qualified. After graduating from Ranger
School, he reported to his assignment as an
Infantry Platoon Leader with the 2 nd Battalion, 22
nd Infantry, 1 st Brigade Combat Team, 10 th
Mountain Division, Ft. Drum NY. Rob died May 18,
2006, when his Humvee hit an IED during combat
operations in the Abu Ghraib sector of Iraq. Rob had
plans to put in for Special Forces on his return from
Iraq.



G O L D  S T A R  F A M I L I E S









Marine Capt. Bryan Willard

Bryan Douglas Willard graduated from East
Pennsboro High School, Enola, Penna, in June 1990.
He attended Lock Haven University where he
specialized in sports medicine. After graduating from
Lock Haven, he furthered his education by securing
accreditation in Mortuary Science and served his
apprenticeship at Jesse H. Geigle Funeral Home,
Harrisburg Penna. Bryan was attending a military
exhibition on City Island, Harrisburg, when he was so
impressed, at the age of 27, he decided he wanted to
be a member of the Marine Corps, and serve his
Country; his only request was that he wanted to fly.
Captain Willard was assigned to Marine Heavy
Helicopter Squadron 464, Marine Air Group 29, 2nd
Marine Aircraft Wing II, Marine Expeditionary Force,
New River, N.C. His flight training took him to the
Naval Aviation Training Center near Pensacola,
Florida. During his last leave period in the U.S., Bryan
volunteered to fly reconnaissance missions to rescue
residents of New Orleans in the aftermath of
Hurricane Katrina. He was recognized for his bravery
and service in a Time Magazine article in 2005. A
decorated Marine helicopter pilot, Captain Willard, at
the age of 33 years, died Friday, 17 February 2006,
during an anti-terrorist training mission in the
Godoria Range area when the CH-53 helicopter
crashed in Northern Djibouti on the Horn of Africa,
near the Sea of Aden. Bryan is buried in Arlington
Cemetery, Section 60.
Article submitted by his mother, Bonita J. Lewis



SponsorsSponsors



















Patriot ListPatriot List



V E T E R A N S  O F  F O R E I G N  W A R S  M E M O R I A L
P O S T  6 7 0 4  M E C H A N I C S B U R G








V E T E R A N S  O F  F O R E I G N  W A R S
P O S T  7 5 3 0  L O W E R  A L L E N

W W W . F A C E B O O K . C O M / V F W P O S T 7 5 3 0







N E W  C U M B E R L A N D  
F E D E R A L  C R E D I T  U N I O N

  N C F C U @ N C F C U O N L I N E . O R G







R U D O L P H  J A N I C Z E K
C O L O N E L / U S M C / R E T I R E D

* S P O N S O R  O F  " G O L D  S T A R "  F A M I L Y







J . W .  M U M P E R  C O N S T R U C T I O N
* S P O N S O R  O F  " G O L D  S T A R "  F A M I L Y

I N F O @ J W M U M P E R . C O M







D A W S O N  A N D  B E T T Y  F L I N C H B A U G H
F L I N C H E Y S ' S  B A R  A N D  G R I L L

F L I N C H Y S  . C O M









mailto:ncfcu@ncfcuonline.org
mailto:info@jwmumper.com
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L I E U T E N A N T  C O L O N E L  P A U L  C R O O M  
U S M C  S T U D E N T  U . S .  A R M Y  W A R  C O L L E G E  ( C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 3 )






I N S P E C T O R - I N S T R U C T O R  S T A F F
F I R S T  S E R G E A N T  M A T H E W  J A R O S L A W S K I






M S .  H O P E  C O L L I N S  
M I S S I O N  B A R - B - Q U E

 C A M P  H I L L  S T O R E  M A N A G E R





M S .  K R I S T E N  D U D E N
M I S S I O N  B A R - B - Q U E

H A R R I S B U R G  S T O R E  M A N A G E R





" T H E  M A R I N E  C O R P S  B I R T H D A Y  B A L L  V O C A L I S T "



D A V I D  O ' D O N N E L L ,  T E N O R
T I M O T H Y  L U P I A ,  T E N O R

C H R I S T O P H E R  E A R H A R T ,  B A R I T O N E
M A T T H E W  R O B I N S O N ,  B A R I T O N E



J A Z Z  C O M B O  ( C O C K T A I L  H O U R )

 
D A L E  O R R I S  –  T R U M P E T

P J  C R O O M  –  A L T O  S A X O P H O N E
G A V I N  H O R N I N G  –  G U I T A R

J I M  M I L L E R  –  B A S S  
D A V I D  Z Y G M U N T  –  D R U M S  

 
B R A S S  Q U I N T E T  ( C E R E M O N Y )

 
D A L E  O R R I S  –  T R U M P E T

M A T T H E W  N I E Z N A Y  –  T R U M P E T
P J  C R O O M  –  M E L L O P H O N E  

F R E D  G L E A S O N  –  T R O M B O N E  
D O N A L D  W A G N E R  –  T U B A






C A M E R A  B O X
C A M E R A B O X . C O M

C A M P  H I L L ,  P A  1 7 0 1 1





P E N N  H A R R I S  H O T E L  
H A R R I S B U R G  ( C A M P  H I L L  B Y P A S S )
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HappyHappy                  
  BirthdayBirthday      
  Marines!Marines!


