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C O C K T A I L  H O U R

M A R I N E  C O R P S  P R A Y E R

M A S T E R  O F
C E R E M O N I E S

P O W / M I A  R E A D I N G

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E
C O M M A N D A N T  O F
T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S
M A R I N E  C O R P S  &
S E R G E A N T  M A J O R  O F
T H E  U . S .  M A R I N E  C O R P S

W E L C O M E

M U S I C  A N D
C E R E M O N I A L
P R E S E N T A T I O N S

P R E S E N T A T I O N  O F  T H E
C O L O R S

N A T I O N A L  A N T H E M

C A K E  C U T T I N G
C E R E M O N Y

Sequence of Events

C A P T A I N ,  U S M C  V E T E R A N
S H E R R I  B .  C H I P P O ,  

U S M C  D R U M  &  B U G L E  C O R P S
" T H E  C O M M A N D A N T ' S  O W N "  

C A R L A  J .  S A N D S ,  
F O R M E R  U . S .  A M B A S S A D O R  T O
K I N G D O M  O F  D E N M A R K

G E N E R A L  E R I C  M .  S M I T H

S E R G E A N T  M A J O R  C A R L O S  A .  R U I Z

C O L O N E L  W I L L I A M  P .  D O N N E L L Y  I I I
S E N I O R  M A R I N E  I N S T R U C T O R
U . S .  A R M Y  W A R  C O L L E G E ,  C A R L I S L E ,
P A .



M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E
1 3 T H  C O M M A N D A N T  O F
T H E  M A R I N E  C O R P S

R E T I R E M E N T  O F  T H E
C O L O R S

U . S  A R M E D  F O R C E S
S O N G  M E D L E Y

D I N N E R

G U E S T  O F  H O N O R
I N T R O D U C T I O N

G U E S T  O F  H O N O R
M E S S A G E

R E M A R K S

C H E S T Y  S P O N S O R S H I P
R E C O G N I T I O N

D A N C E

Sequence of Events

D I A N A  K .  H E N R Y ,  
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  P A  C O M M A N D A N T ,
M A R I N E  C O R P S  L E A G U E

C O L O N E L  M I C H A E L  R U D O L P H ,  
U S M C ,  R E T I R E D

G E N E R A L  J A M E S  T .  C O N W A Y
3 4 T H  C O M M A N D A N T ,
U N I T E D  S T A T E S  M A R I N E  C O R P S ,
R E T I R E D

G E N E R A L  J O H N  A .  L E J E U N E





C h a l l e n g e  c o i n s  h a v e  a  l o n g  h i s t o r y  w i t h i n  t h e  m i l i t a r i e s  o f
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d ,  i n d e e d ,  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d .  S t a r t i n g
o u t  a s  a  f o r m  o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  a  t a l e  o f  a  d o w n e d
W o r l d  W a r  I  A m e r i c a n  p i l o t  m a k i n g  h i s  w a y  b a c k  t o
f r i e n d l y  l i n e s  a n d  s h o w i n g  h i s  c h a l l e n g e  c o i n  a s  h i s  o n l y
f o r m  o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  F r e n c h  s o l d i e r s .  T h e  F r e n c h
r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  u n i t  c r e s t  a n d  r a t h e r  t h a n  e x e c u t i n g  t h e
w o u l d - b e  p r i s o n e r ,  g a v e  h i m  a  b o t t l e  o f  w i n e  a n d  e s c o r t e d
h i m  b a c k  t o  A m e r i c a n  p o s i t i o n s .  T o d a y ,  c h a l l e n g e  c o i n s
h a v e  b e e n  w i d e l y  a d o p t e d  n o t  o n l y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,
b u t  o f t e n  b y  f i r s t  r e s p o n d e r s  s u c h  a s  p o l i c e  a n d  f i r e  u n i t s .
T h o s e  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  a  c h a l l e n g e  c o i n  a r e  s u p p o s e d  t o
c a r r y  o n e  o n  t h e m  a t  a l l  t i m e s .  I f  s o m e o n e  s h o w s  t h e i r  c o i n
i n  c h a l l e n g e  t o  a n o t h e r ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  p e r s o n  c a n n o t
p r o d u c e  t h e i r  c o i n ,  t h e y  o w e  t h e  c h a l l e n g e r  a  d r i n k .  I f  t h e y
d o  h a v e  t h e i r  c o i n ,  t h e  c h a l l e n g e r  m u s t  b u y .

C o i n s  h a v e  a l s o  e v o l v e d  t o  s e r v e  p u r p o s e s  o f  u n i t  s p i r i t  a n d
m o r a l e ,  a n d  a s  a n  o n - t h e - s p o t  a w a r d  o r  r e c o g n i t i o n .  W e  a r e
p l e a s e d  t h i s  y e a r  t o  b e  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  o u r
s p o n s o r s  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  c h a l l e n g e  c o i n s
c o m m e m o r a t i n g  t h e  2 4 8 t h  U S M C  B i r t h d a y .

248th Birthday Ball
Challenge Coin



A  N O N - P R O F I T  C H A R I T A B L E  O R G A N I Z A T I O N
5 0 1  ( C ) ( 3 )

L A R R Y  E .  B R A X T O N ,  P R E S I D E N T

R O B E R T  E .  M C C A L E B  I I I ,  V I C E  P R E S I D E N T

A L I C E  K A U T Z M A N ,  S E C R E T A R Y

R O B E R T  O R T I Z ,  T R E A S U R E R

D I R E C T O R S  /  A S S O C I A T E S

M I C H E L L E  D .  B R A X T O N

D A V I D  M .  G R I N B E R G

M I C H A E L  R U D O L P H

M A T T  B R Y S O N

R O B E R T  Z I L T Z

C A R L A  S A N D S

E M A I L :

C P A M A R A S S O C @ G M A I L . C O M

W E B S I T E :

 W W W . C E N T R A L P A M A R I N E A S S O C I A T E S . O R G

A D D R E S S :

2 7 5  C U M B E R L A N D  P A R K W A Y  # 2 2 3
M E C H A N I C S B U R G ,  P A  1 7 0 5 5

F A C E B O O K :  
 

W W W . F A C E B O O K . C O M / P A M A R I N E S



1775-2023



V e r s e :
M a r c h  a l o n g ,  s i n g  o u r  s o n g ,  w i t h  t h e

A r m y  o f  t h e  f r e e .
C o u n t  t h e  b r a v e ,  c o u n t  t h e  t r u e ,  w h o

h a v e  f o u g h t  t o  v i c t o r y .
W e ’ r e  t h e  A r m y  a n d  p r o u d  o f  o u r

n a m e !
W e ’ r e  t h e  A r m y  a n d  p r o u d l y  p r o c l a i m

C h o r u s :
F i r s t  t o  f i g h t  f o r  t h e  r i g h t ,

A n d  t o  b u i l d  t h e  N a t i o n ’ s  m i g h t ,
A n d  T h e  A r m y  G o e s  R o l l i n g  A l o n g .

P r o u d  o f  a l l  w e  h a v e  d o n e ,
F i g h t i n g  t i l l  t h e  b a t t l e ’ s  w o n ,

A n d  t h e  A r m y  G o e s  R o l l i n g  A l o n g .

R e f r a i n :
T h e n  i t ’ s  h i !  h i !  h e y !

T h e  A r m y ’ s  o n  i t s  w a y .
C o u n t  o f f  t h e  c a d e n c e  l o u d  a n d

s t r o n g ;
F o r  w h e r e ’ e r  w e  g o ,

Y o u  w i l l  a l w a y s  k n o w
T h a t  T h e  A r m y  G o e s  R o l l i n g  A l o n g .

The Army Song



F r o m  t h e  H a l l s  o f  M o n t e z u m a
T o  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  T r i p o l i

W e  f i g h t  o u r  c o u n t r y ' s  b a t t l e s
I n  t h e  a i r ,  o n  l a n d ,  a n d  s e a .

F i r s t  t o  f i g h t  f o r  r i g h t  a n d  f r e e d o m
A n d  t o  k e e p  o u r  h o n o r  c l e a n ;  W e  a r e

p r o u d  t o  c l a i m  t h e  t i t l e
O f  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  M a r i n e s .

O u r  f l a g ' s  u n f u r l e d  t o  e v e r y  b r e e z e
F r o m  d a w n  t o  s e t t i n g  s u n ;  W e  h a v e

f o u g h t  i n  e v e r y  c l i m e  a n d  p l a c e
W h e r e  w e  c o u l d  t a k e  a  g u n .

I n  t h e  s n o w  o f  f a r - o f f  N o r t h e r n  l a n d s
A n d  i n  s u n n y  t r o p i c  s c e n e s ;  Y o u  w i l l

f i n d  u s  a l w a y s  o n  t h e  j o b - - T h e  U n i t e d
S t a t e s  M a r i n e s

.
H e r e ' s  h e a l t h  t o  y o u  a n d  t o  o u r  C o r p s

W h i c h  w e  a r e  p r o u d  t o  s e r v e ;  I n
m a n y  a  s t r i f e  w e ' v e  f o u g h t  f o r  l i f e

A n d  n e v e r  l o s t  o u r  n e r v e .
I f  t h e  A r m y  a n d  t h e  N a v y

E v e r  l o o k  o n  H e a v e n ' s  s c e n e s ,  T h e y
w i l l  f i n d  t h e  s t r e e t s  a r e  g u a r d e d

B y  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  M a r i n e s .

Marine Corps Hymn



S t a n d  N a v y  o u t  t o  s e a ,  f i g h t  o u r  b a t t l e
c r y !

W e ' l l  n e v e r  c h a n g e  o u r  c o u r s e  s o
v i c i o u s  f o e s  s t e e r  s h y - y - y - y !

R o l l  o u t  t h e  T N T ,  a n c h o r s  a w e i g h !
S a i l  o n  t o  v i c t o r y ,  a n d  s i n k  t h e i r

b o n e s  t o  D a v y  J o n e s ,  h o o r a y !

A n c h o r s  A w e i g h ,  m y  b o y s ,  A n c h o r s
A w e i g h !

F a r e w e l l  t o  f o r e i g n  S h o r e s ,  w e  s a i l  a t
b r e a k  o f  d a y - a y - a y - a y ;

T h r o u g h  o u r  l a s t  n i g h t  a s h o r e ,  d r i n k
t o  t h e  f o a m ,

U n t i l  w e  m e e t  o n c e  m o r e ,  h e r e ' s
w i s h i n g  y o u  a  h a p p y  v o y a g e  h o m e !

B l u e  o f  t h e  m i g h t y  d e e p ,  G o l d  o f
G o d ' s  g r e a t  s u n ;

L e t  t h e s e  o u r  c o l o r s  b e ,  T i l l  A l l  o f
t i m e  b e  d o n e - n - n - n e ;

O n  s e v e n  s e a s  w e  l e a r n ,  N a v y ' s  s t e r n
c a l l :

F a i t h ,  c o u r a g e ,  s e r v i c e  t r u e ,  W i t h
h o n o r  o v e r ,  h o n o r  o v e r  a l l .

The Navy Song



( V e r s e  I )
O f f  w e  g o  i n t o  t h e  w i l d  b l u e  y o n d e r ,

C l i m b i n g  h i g h  i n t o  t h e  s u n ;
H e r e  t h e y  c o m e  z o o m i n g  t o  m e e t  o u r  t h u n d e r ,

A t  ‘ e m  n o w ,  G i v e  ' e m  t h e  g u n !
D o w n  w e  d i v e ,  s p o u t i n g  o u r  f l a m e  f r o m  u n d e r ,

O f f  w i t h  o n e  h e l l u v a  r o a r !
W e  l i v e  i n  f a m e  o r  g o  d o w n  i n  f l a m e .  H e y !

N o t h i n g ' l l  s t o p  t h e  U . S .  A i r  F o r c e !

( V e r s e  I I )
B r i l l i a n t  m i n d s  f a s h i o n e d  a  c r a t e  o f  t h u n d e r ,

S e n t  i t  h i g h  i n t o  t h e  b l u e ;
V a l i a n t  h a n d s  b l a s t e d  t h e  w o r l d  a s u n d e r ;

H o w  t h e y  l i v e d  G o d  o n l y  k n e w !
B o u n d l e s s  s o u l s  d r e a m i n g  o f  s k i e s  t o  c o n q u e r

G a v e  u s  w i n g s ,  e v e r  t o  s o a r !
W i t h  s c o u t s  b e f o r e  a n d  b o m b e r s  g a l o r e .  H e y !

N o t h i n g ' l l  s t o p  t h e  U . S .  A i r  F o r c e !

( V e r s e  I I I )
H e r e ' s  a  t o a s t  t o  t h e  h o s t

O f  t h o s e  w h o  l o v e  t h e  v a s t n e s s  o f  t h e  s k y ,
T o  a  f r i e n d  w e  s e n d  a  m e s s a g e  o f  t h e  b r a v e  w h o

s e r v e  o n  h i g h .
W e  d r i n k  t o  t h o s e  w h o  g a v e  t h e i r  a l l  o f  o l d

T h e n  d o w n  w e  r o a r  t o  s c o r e  t h e  r a i n b o w ' s  p o t  o f
g o l d .

A  t o a s t  t o  t h e  h o s t  o f  t h o s e  w e  b o a s t ,  t h e  U . S .  A i r
F o r c e !

The Air Force Song 



T o  t h e  M o o n ,  t o  M a r s ,  
I n t o  s p a c e ,  f a r  b e y o n d ,  

T h e  f u t u r e  o f  o u r  c o u n t r y  l i e s  i n  t h e  s t a r s .
W e  m a r c h  o n w a r d s !

 
D e e p  i n t o  t h e  d a r k e s t  n i g h t ,  

W e  s h a l l  b e a r  a  t o r c h  o f  l i g h t ,
W e  d e f y  t h e  a b y s s  w i t h  a l l  o f  o u r  m i g h t .

W e  f i g h t !  W e  a r e !  
T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S p a c e  F o r c e !

 
W e  f l y  u p w a r d s ,  b l a s t  t h r o u g h  t h e  v o i d ,  

A n d  w e  r i s e  i n t o  s p a c e ,  f i g h t i n g  f o r  f r e e d o m .
A l l  o f  m a n k i n d  l o o k s  t o  o u r  p e o p l e

T o  s a f e g u a r d  t h e  p e a c e  i n  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r
s a l v a t i o n .

 
W e  s w e a r  t o  b e  d e f e n d e r s  o f  E a r t h .

W e  a r e  T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S p a c e  F o r c e .
W e  m a r c h  o n w a r d s !

 
T h e  f u t u r e  o f  o u r  g r e a t  n a t i o n  l i e s  i n  o u r

d e t e r m i n a t i o n
T o  t r i u m p h  w i t h  g l o r y  i n t o  t h e  s t a r s .  

W e  m a r c h  o n w a r d s !
 

N o t  a  f o e  n o r  a n y  t e r r o r ,  n o t  a n  a l i e n  i n v a d e r ,
S h a l l  h i n d e r  o u r  d e s t i n y  t o  g o  f o r t h .

W e  f i g h t !  W e  a r e !
T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S p a c e  F o r c e !

Space Force Anthem



F r o m  A z t e c  s h o r e  t o  A r c t i c  z o n e ,  t o  E u r o p e
a n d  F a r  E a s t .

T h e  F l a g  i s  c a r r i e d  b y  o u r  s h i p s  i n  t i m e s  o f
w a r  a n d  p e a c e ;

A n d  n e v e r  h a v e  w e  s t r u c k  i t  y e t  i n  s p i t e  o f
f o e - m e n ' s  m i g h t ,

W h o  c h e e r e d  o u r  c r e w s  a n d  c h e e r e d  a g a i n
f o r  s h o w i n g  h o w  t o  f i g h t .

C h o r u s :
S o  h e r e ' s  t h e  C o a s t  G u a r d  m a r c h i n g  s o n g ,

W e  s i n g  o n  l a n d  o r  s e a .
T h r o u g h  s u r f  a n d  s t o r m  a n d  h o w l i n g  g a l e ,

H i g h  s h a l l  o u r  p u r p o s e  b e .
" S e m p e r  P a r a t u s "  i s  o u r  g u i d e ,  O u r  f a m e ,

o u r  g l o r y  t o o ,
T o  f i g h t  t o  s a v e  o r  f i g h t  a n d  d i e !  A y e !

C o a s t  G u a r d  w e  a r e  f o r  y o u !

V e r s e  2
" S u r v e y o r "  a n d  " N a r c i s s u s , "  T h e  " E a g l e "  a n d

" D i s p a t c h , "
T h e  " H u d s o n "  a n d  t h e  " T a m p a , "  T h e s e

n a m e s  a r e  h a r d  t o  m a t c h ;
F r o m  B a r r o w ' s  s h o r e s  t o  P a r a g u a y ,  G r e a t

L a k e s  o r  O c e a n ' s  w a v e ,
T h e  C o a s t  G u a r d  f i g h t s  t h r o u g h  s t o r m s  a n d

w i n d s ,  T o  p u n i s h  o r  t o  s a v e .

The Coast Guard Song 







Guest of Honor



G e n e r a l  J a m e s  T .  C o n w a y ,  t h e  3 4 t h  C o m m a n d a n t  o f  t h e  M a r i n e
C o r p s ,  w a s  b o r n  i n  W a l n u t  R i d g e ,  A r k a n s a s ,  o n  2 6  D e c e m b e r
1 9 4 7  a n d  i s  a  g r a d u a t e  o f  S o u t h e a s t  M i s s o u r i  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .
H e  w a s  c o m m i s s i o n e d  i n  1 9 7 0  a s  a n  i n f a n t r y  o f f i c e r .  H i s
c o m p a n y  g r a d e  a s s i g n m e n t s  i n c l u d e d  m u l t i p l e  p l a t o o n  a n d
c o m p a n y  c o m m a n d e r  b i l l e t s  w i t h  b o t h  t h e  1 s t  a n d  2 d  M a r i n e
D i v i s i o n s ;  E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r  o f  t h e  M a r i n e  D e t a c h m e n t  a b o a r d
t h e  U S S  K i t t y  H a w k  ( C V A - 6 3 ) ;  s e r i e s  a n d  c o m p a n y  c o m m a n d e r
a t  t h e  M a r i n e  C o r p s  R e c r u i t  D e p o t  i n  S a n  D i e g o ,  C a l i f o r n i a ;
a i d e  t o  t h e  C o m m a n d i n g  G e n e r a l ,  a n d  D i r e c t o r ,  S e a  S c h o o l .
 
A s  a  f i e l d  g r a d e  o f f i c e r ,  h e  c o m m a n d e d  t w o  c o m p a n i e s  o f
o f f i c e r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t a u g h t  t a c t i c s  a t  T h e  B a s i c  S c h o o l ;  h e  a l s o
s e r v e d  a s  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  3 1 s t  M a r i n e  A m p h i b i o u s
U n i t  t o  i n c l u d e  c o n t i n g e n c y  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f  B e i r u t ,  L e b a n o n ;  a n d
a s  S e n i o r  A i d e  t o  t h e  C h a i r m a n ,  J o i n t  C h i e f s  o f  S t a f f .  P r o m o t e d
t o  l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l ,  h e  w a s  r e a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  2 d  M a r i n e
D i v i s i o n  a s  D i v i s i o n  G - 3  O p e r a t i o n s  O f f i c e r  b e f o r e  a s s u m i n g
c o m m a n d  o f  3 d  B a t t a l i o n ,  2 d  M a r i n e s  i n  J a n u a r y  1 9 9 0 .  H e
c o m m a n d e d  B a t t a l i o n  L a n d i n g  T e a m  3 / 2  d u r i n g  O p e r a t i o n s
D e s e r t  S h i e l d  a n d  D e s e r t  S t o r m .  S e l e c t e d  f o r  c o l o n e l ,  h e  s e r v e d
a s  t h e  G r o u n d  C o l o n e l s '  M o n i t o r ,  a n d  a s  C o m m a n d i n g  O f f i c e r  o f
T h e  B a s i c  S c h o o l .  H i s  g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r  d u t i e s  i n c l u d e d  D e p u t y
D i r e c t o r  o f  O p e r a t i o n s ,  J - 3 4 ,  C o m b a t i n g  T e r r o r i s m ,  J o i n t  S t a f f ,
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C . ;  a n d  P r e s i d e n t ,  M a r i n e  C o r p s  U n i v e r s i t y  a t
Q u a n t i c o ,  V i r g i n i a .  A f t e r  p r o m o t i o n  t o  m a j o r  g e n e r a l ,  h e
a s s u m e d  c o m m a n d  o f  t h e  1 s t  M a r i n e  D i v i s i o n .  I n  N o v e m b e r
2 0 0 2 ,  M a j G e n  C o n w a y  w a s  p r o m o t e d  t o  l i e u t e n a n t  g e n e r a l  a n d
a s s u m e d  c o m m a n d  o f  t h e  I  M a r i n e  E x p e d i t i o n a r y  F o r c e .  H e
c o m m a n d e d  I  M a r i n e  E x p e d i t i o n a r y  F o r c e  d u r i n g  t w o  c o m b a t
t o u r s  i n  I r a q .  I n  2 0 0 4 ,  h e  w a s  r e a s s i g n e d  a s  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f
O p e r a t i o n s ,  J - 3 ,  J o i n t  S t a f f ,  i n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .  G e n  C o n w a y
a s s u m e d  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  C o m m a n d a n t  o f  t h e  M a r i n e  C o r p s  o n  1 4
N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 6 .  H e  r e t i r e d  f r o m  t h e  M a r i n e  C o r p s  o n  1
N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 0 .
 
G e n e r a l  C o n w a y  g r a d u a t e d  w i t h  h o n o r s  f r o m  T h e  B a s i c  S c h o o l ,
t h e  U . S .  A r m y  I n f a n t r y  O f f i c e r s '  A d v a n c e d  C o u r s e ,  t h e  M a r i n e
C o r p s  C o m m a n d  a n d  S t a f f  C o l l e g e  a n d  t h e  A i r  W a r  C o l l e g e .
 
G e n e r a l  C o n w a y ' s  p e r s o n a l  d e c o r a t i o n s  i n c l u d e  t h e  D e f e n s e
D i s t i n g u i s h e d  S e r v i c e  M e d a l  w i t h  p a l m ,  N a v y  D i s t i n g u i s h e d
S e r v i c e  M e d a l ,  L e g i o n  o f  M e r i t ,  D e f e n s e  M e r i t o r i o u s  S e r v i c e
M e d a l ,  M e r i t o r i o u s  S e r v i c e  M e d a l  w i t h  t w o  G o l d  S t a r s ,  N a v y
C o m m e n d a t i o n  M e d a l ,  N a v y  A c h i e v e m e n t  M e d a l  a n d  t h e  C o m b a t
A c t i o n  R i b b o n .

G E N E R A L  J A M E S  T .  C O N W A Y  
U S M C  ( R E T I R E D )

3 4 t h  C o m m a n d a n t  O f  T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  M a r i n e  C o r p s



Oldest Marine
Corporal GEORGE IVANOFF, USMC 

George Ivanoff was born in Harrisburg PA on February 24, 1925. He attended High
School at Harrisburg Catholic. He left High School early to join the U.S. Marine
Corps in 1943. 
After his initial training he was designated an Infantryman. He was assigned to
Fox Company, 2nd Battalion, 7 th Marines, 1 st Marine Division and deployed to
the Pacific. His first action was on the Island of Peleliu. After fighting there for a
short period of time his Corpsman was wounded. While he was carrying him out
to be mede hacked a mortar shell landed near them and killed the Corpsman he
was carrying. George was also wounded and was medevacked to the Hospital
Ship AD Admiral Allen. 
After his recovery he was sent back to join his unit. He was promoted from
Private First Class to Corporal upon his return. His units next assignment would
be the attack and landing on Okinawa, Japan. He had been fighting on Okinawa
for 45 days when he was advancing toward an enemy position, he jumped in an
artillery shell hole. When he looked out to try to spot the enemy he was shot
through the face. He passed out and was unconscious for an unknown period of
time. When he regained consciousness, he felt a huge hole in his face. George
thought that he would certainly die so he asked the Lord to forgive him of his
sins. He laid back down and went unconscious again thinking that he would never
wake up again. 
When Corporal Ivanoff woke up once again he couldn't believe that he was still
alive. He looked around and saw a couple of Marines hiding behind some rocks so
went over them. The sniper that shot George was hiding and still shooting at
them. He said to the other Marines give me a Rifle and I will take this sniper out,
because I am going to die anyway. They pushed him away and said get out of
here. 
Then some Marines and a Corpsman came and found him they put him on a
stretcher and carried him to the Hospital Tent. A chaplain gave him his last rights
and again Corporal Ivanoff thought that this was it he would die on the stretcher.
Evidently all the Docs and Nurses thought he was dead, so they didn't attend to
him. Finally, a doctor came over and said "Hey this guy is still alive". Miraculously,
George was stabilized by the Docs and Nurses who attended to his wounds. 



LANCE CORPORAL EDUARDO ZAGADAHERNANDEZ

Lance Corporal Eduardo Zagada-Hernandez was born on March 30th 2003, in Chapel
Hill, North Carolina. Upon graduating from Southern Durham High School in June 2021,
he enlisted in the United States Marine Corps out of Recruiting Station Raleigh, North
Carolina. Lance Corporal Eduardo Zagada-Hernandez attended recruit training at
Marine Corps Recruit Depot, Parris Island, South Carolina on August 30th, 2021 and
graduated November 23rd 2021 After completing recruit training, Lance Corporal
Eduardo Zagada-Hernandez was assigned to the School of Infantry to attend Marine
Combat Training at Camp Geiger, North Carolina, graduating on January 19th 2022. He
then attended Military Occupational Specialty School training at the Marine Corps
Service Support Schools in Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, where he received the
Military Occupational Specialty of 0111 (Administrative Specialist). On February 1st,
2022, Lance Corporal Eduardo Zagada-Hernandez was promoted to Private First Class.
In April 2022, Lance Corporal Eduardo Zagada-Hernandez received orders to 4th Marine
Corps District, where he currently serves as the Unit Diary Clerk for the District’s
Personnel Administration Section where he supports the daily administrative needs of
over 850 Marines, Sailors, and civilians. On October 1st, 2022, he was promoted to his
current rank of Lance Corporal. Lance Corporal Zagada-Hernandez’s awards and
decorations include the National Defense Service Medal, Global War on Terrorism
Service Medal, a Certificate of Commendation (Individual Award), and a Letter of
Appreciation. Lance Corporal Eduardo Zagada-Hernandez’s favorite quote is “Who’s
gunna carry the boats” – David Goggins. Lance Corporal Eduardo Zagada-Hernandez
believes it emphasizes the importance of teamwork and perseverance in achieving
success in the most challenging situations.

Youngest Marine



Army Specialist Zachary R. Clouser

Specialist Zachary Ryan Clouser was killed in action July 18, 2007 in Iraq. He was
19 years old. Zach graduated from Dover Area High School in 2005 and enlisted
in the U.S Army on September 27th , 2005. He completed One Station Unit
Training as an 11B Infantryman assigned to B Company, 2nd Battalion, 54th
Infantry at Fort Benning Georgia. On February 1st , 2006 he was assigned to 1st
Platoon, “Apache” Company 1st Battalion 26th Infantry “Blue Spaders” in
Schweinfurt Germany as a M2A2 Bradley Fighting Vehicle Driver. SPC Clouser
Deployed August 2006 in Support of Operation Iraqi Freedom 2006-2008.
He was always dedicated to mission accomplishment and displayed unwavering
courage and commitment to Soldiers, Leaders and the United States Army. SPC
Clousers awards and decorations include, The Bronze Star, Purple Heart, Army
Commendation Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Iraq Campaign Medal,
Global War on Terrorism Service Medal. Zachary will continue to touch lives
through the support of the community &amp; through the Foundation created
by his parents Ron and Deb Etheridge.

Gold Star
Family



Marine Cpl Jonathan Dean Faircloth

Corporal Jonathan Dean Faircloth was born in York Pennsylvania on May
7th 1988. The second child of Dean and Beverly Faircloth. He and his
brother James were best buddies. Jonathan graduated from
Mechanicsburg High School in 2006. He joined the Marine Corps in 2006.
Jonathan served as an Aerial Observer Marine Heavy Helicopter
Squadron 363 Marine Aircraft Group 24, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing from
April 2007 to March 2011. During his tour, Jonathan achieved over 4,000
flight hours while serving as a CH53D Aerial Observer. Jonathan
successfully flew 408 hours of which 284 were in support of combat
operations. He personally trained over six Collateral Duty Inspectors and
10 Plain Captains. For his exemplary service, Corporal Faircloth was
awarded Four Air Medals, Two Navy-Marine Corps
Achievement Medals, the Iraq Campaign Medal, The Afghanistan
Campaign Medal, the Global War on
Terrorism Service Medal and the National Defense Service Medal.
Jonathan brought joy and laughter to his peers. All who knew him enjoyed
his light hearted attitude and encouragement he gave to others during
their long deployments. He would bring laughter to them and was always
for the underdog. Jon had a big heart of compassion for others.
Jonathan’s helicopter came down on the evening of March 29 2011,
during training maneuvers in Kaneohe Bay Hawaii.

Gold Star
Family



A1C Trent A. Grove

Trent joined the Air Force and never looked back.  He graduated with
honors in basic training and distinguished honors in security forces.  He
had hopes of being a State Police Officer.  Trent was selected by his
superiors out of 400 candidates to serve on the RAM tactical team.  This
was a true honor to Trent.  He was also chosen while serving overseas to
guard the vice president’s plane.  Trent worked very hard in keeping that
promise to serve and protect.  He influenced, motivated and guided
others toward achievements of a goal.  His nickname was “The Golden
Boy” which I never knew until passing.
Trent distinguished himself by meritorious service as Response Force
Member, 436th Security Forces Squadron, 436th Mission Support Group.  
His professional and leadership skills were essential to the success of the
wings demanding Global Mobility Mission.  While performing police
services at the DAFB, Trent was the initial responder to an attempted
suicide of a senior Airman at the base mortuary, while keeping calm and
using verbal tactics he was able to neutralize the situation.
Trent deployed as part of a 13-person team in support of Operation
Enduring Freedom where he served as a Random Antiterrorism Fire Team
member.  After returning home Trent was killed in a car crash in
December 2007; he lives in the memory of his parents, Robert and
Rhonda Grove.

Gold Star
Family



Army 1Lt Robert A. Seidel, III

A 2004 graduate of the United States Military
Academy, West Point, Rob was Airborne and Air
Assault qualified. After graduating from Ranger
School, he reported to his assignment as an
Infantry Platoon Leader with the 2nd Battalion,
22nd Infantry, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 10th
Mountain Division, Ft. Drum NY. Rob died May 18,
2006, when his Humvee hit an IED during combat
operations in the Abu Ghraib sector of Iraq. Rob had
plans to put in for Special Forces on his return from
Iraq. Rob's dedication to his country will always be
remembered by the Warriors he served with, the
many friends, and family; most especially by his
parents - Robert II and Sandy Seidel

Gold Star
Family



Marine Capt. Bryan Willard

Bryan Douglas Willard graduated from East Pennsboro High School,
Enola, Penna, in June 1990. He attended Lock Haven University where he
specialized in sports medicine. After graduating from Lock Haven, he
furthered his education by securing accreditation in Mortuary Science
and served his apprenticeship at Jesse H. Geigle Funeral Home,
Harrisburg Penna. Bryan was attending a military exhibition on City Island,
Harrisburg, when he was so impressed, at the age of 27, he decided he
wanted to be a member of the Marine Corps, and serve his Country; his
only request was that he wanted to fly. Captain Willard was assigned to
Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron 464, Marine Air Group 29, 2nd Marine
Aircraft Wing II, Marine Expeditionary Force, New River, N.C. His flight
training took him to the Naval Aviation Training Center near Pensacola,
Florida. During his last leave period in the U.S., Bryan volunteered to fly
reconnaissance missions to rescue residents of New Orleans in the
aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. He was recognized for his bravery and
service in a Time Magazine article in 2005. A decorated Marine helicopter
pilot, Captain Willard, at the age of 33 years, died Friday, 17 February
2006, during an anti-terrorist training mission in the Godoria Range area
when the CH-53 helicopter crashed in Northern Djibouti on the Horn of
Africa, near the Sea of Aden. Bryan is buried in Arlington Cemetery,
Section 60.
Article submitted by his mother, Bonita J. Lewis

Gold Star
Family



Irvin C. Gers, YN3 USN WORLD WAR II - VETERAN 
Irvin C. Gers was born August 21, 1926 in Osceola Mills, Clearfield
County, Pennsylvania. In 1944 he graduated from Osceola Mills High
School. Irvin answered the call to service to his country within the
military, U.S. Navy, at 18 years of age. His enlisted "boot camp" was
spent at the U.S. Naval Training Center, Sampson, New York. His
military specialty training, as a Seabee, was spent at Camp
Davisville, Rhode Island. Soon after additional Seabee training at
Port Hueneme, California, he was assigned to a construction
battalion which deployed to islands throughout the South Pacific
theater (including Okinawa, Japan) during World War II. Irvin was
honorably discharged in 1946 from the U.S. Navy. He returned to
his home of record in Osceola Mills, Pennsylvania. He obtained
employment with a coal mining company for the next 2 years.
During the following 36 years he excelled in a career within the
Insurance sector; he retired during 1984. Irvin was married to Alice
(Conklin) Gers for 61 years.

World War II
Veterans

" The Greatest Generation"



William A. Caparella, US Navy WWII 
William A. Caparella, was born January 16, 1923, to Italian immigrant parents, Maria Domenica
(Sgrignuoli) Caparella and Berardino Caparella, both from the Italian province of Abruzzo. He had three
sisters and five brothers. An older sister and brother passed away when they were very young. He grew
up during the depression in a South Harrisburg neighborhood called Shipoke. His childhood home still
evokes fond memories and stories. In order to help the family finances, he and his brothers would sell
fresh vegetables from the family garden to neighbors and other residents of Harrisburg. He also sold
newspapers and with that money he was allowed to keep it and buy clothing for himself. For
entertainment, his family would invite friends over and roll up the rugs in large rooms and play music
and dance. Since they lived on Front Street, he would play football in Riverfront Park and go swimming in
the Susquehanna River. Bill's mother passed away when he was 12 years old, which left a lasting effect
on his spirit. His father passed away five years later when he was 17 years old. His father signed the deed
to the house over to Bill's older sister who was married with the agreement that they would allow the
children to continue living there and raise the younger ones. 
After high school, he worked in construction helping to build warehouses at Mechanicsburg Naval Depot.
In 1942, he enlisted in the United States Navy. He was commissioned to become a Seabee because he
had knowledge and experience in the construction industry. In the US Navy, he trained at Camp Allen
and Camp Perry in Norfolk, VA. He trained with the Marines for combat in Camp Perry. He was sent to
the Aleutian Islands and spent much time at Dutch Harbor, Kiska and Attu. He later shipped off to the
Pacific island of Ulithi and Guam where he swam near the Challenger Deep of the Mariana Trench; at 7
miles in depth, the deepest part of the ocean on Earth. He was in the Battle of Okinawa while Kamikaze
pilots bombed his ship and other ships in the harbor. He and his ship both survived Kamikaze attacks in
the South Pacific. He was one of a group of veterans that were the first to fulfill military service and was
honorably discharged after three years. After his discharge, he went to work for the Pennsylvania
Railroad as a brakeman for a short time and then started his 40+ year- long career with Pennsylvania
Power and Light Company. He was married to Flora Margaret (Pinti) Caparella just two months shy of 78
years before she passed away on January 25, 2023. They had three daughters, Victoria, Cathy and
Patricia, four grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. During his life he took Arthur Murray dance
lessons, built the home in which he still resides, built an organ and taught himself how to play it and built
a computer, and taught himself how to use it. His motto has been to work hard and play hard. In his later
years, he took up tennis, golf and swimming to stay in shape and enjoyed reading books about American
politics, great classics like The Odyssey and of course, the Bible. 
October 1942 - November 1945 
Carpenters Mate Second Class Seabees 
American Theater Campaign, Aleutian Islands and Asiatic Pacific Theater Campaign, Battle of Okinawa
April 1945 - November 1945 
** He and the ship he was on survived Kamikaze attacks in the South Pacific. 

World War II
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" The Greatest Generation"



Sponsorships









H A P P Y  2 4 8 T H
B I R T H D A Y  U S M C !









R U D O L P H  M .  J A N I C Z E K
    C O L O N E L ,  U S M C ,  R E T I R E D

N E W  C U M B E R L A N D  F E D E R A L  C R E D I T  U N I O N
 N C F C U @ N C F C U O N L I N E . O R G

A M E R I C A N  L E G I O N  W W I  M E M O R I A L  P O S T  1 0 9
W W W . L E G I O N P O S T 1 0 9 . C O M

    

M E M B E R S  F I R S T  F E D E R A L  C R E D I T  U N I O N
M E M B E R S 1 S T . O R G

S I E R R A  M A D R E  S A L O O N
    T H E S I E R R A M A D R E S A L O O N . C O M

F L I N C H Y ' S
W W W . F L I N C H Y S . C O M

Patriot List

mailto:ncfcu@ncfcuonline.org
http://www.legionpost109.com/
http://members1st.org/
http://thesierramadresaloon.com/
http://www.flinchys.com/


W A R R A N T  O F F I C E R  P A T R I C K  B .  M O N T G O M E R Y ,
O P E R A T I O N S  O F F I C E R / A S S I S T A N T  D I R E C T O R ,  " T H E

C O M M A N D A N T ' S  O W N "  U S M C  D R U M  A N D  B U G L E ,
M A R I N E  B A R R A C K S  W A S H I N G T O N  D . C

S T A F F  S E R G E A N T  A N T H O N Y  M A G A R U H ,  A S S I S T A N T
O P E R A T I O N S  C H I E F ,  " T H E  C O M M A N D A N T ' S  O W N "

U S M C  D R U M  A N D  B U G L E ,  M A R I N E  B A R R A C K S
W A S H I N G T O N  D . C

" T H E  T O M  S T R O H M A N  T R I O "
      T O M  S R O H M A N  -  S A X O P H O N E ,  F L U T E  &

K E Y B O A R D
      J I M  M I L L E R  -  B A S S

      D A V E  Z Y G M U N T  -  D R U M S

T H E  C A R L I S L E  V O I C E S  Q U A R T E T
A L I C I A  O ' D O N N E L L ,  S O P R A N O
J E S S  T E T E R ,  M E Z Z O - S O P R A N O

D R .  D A V I D  O ' D O N N E L L ,  D M A ,  T E N O R
M A T T H E W  A .  R O B I N S O N ,  B A R I T O N E
K A T H Y  O ' D O N N E L L ,  A C C O M P A N I S T

C A M E R A  B O X
C A M E R A B O X . C O M

C A M P  H I L L ,  P A  1 7 0 1 1

P E N N  H A R R I S  H O T E L  
H A R R I S B U R G  ( C A M P  H I L L  B Y P A S S

Special Thanks
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